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The past few weeks have been some of the rougher ones personally, as we have had to 
say goodbye to one of our beloved cats who sadly succumbed to lymphoma. Though she 
was a fairly senior kitty by the time that we adopted her, we were able to give her 3-1/2 
great years and we were able to manage her various health issues without missing a 
beat, thanks in large part to her gentle temperament. Fortunately, this recent progression 
of the lymphoma was rather sudden, and though it caught us off-guard, it at least 
prevented her from being put through anything rough. Athena was a very strong-willed 
feline who made a great impression upon the cat cafe from which we adopted her (she 
was, and her record still remains, their longest-tenured cat to wait for a home), and so 
she developed a rather strong following among the numerous fosters and volunteers 
within the reaches of the cat café. We have had an extremely tough time managing with 
her now gone, but sharing the memories of her with her “community of fans” has certainly 
helped, along with recounting and transcribing the many memories that we have of her. 
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One of these memories is, of course, a numismatic one, as there was a time, not more 

than six months after adopting her, in which | was figuring bids for an auction. One such 
lot in the auction was for a fairly scarce 1988 medal from the British Art Medals Society 
(BAMS), entitled Athena and Me, and featured a commonly encountered depiction of the 


Greek goddess on one side, and the artist—with an owl as her muse—engraving upon 
the other... 
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Given how interesting it is, it was certainly something that | thought would make for a 
great addition to my inventory. However, before finding out the results of the auction, | 
began to think that, if | were to win it, | didn't think that | would actually be able to sell it, 

as it would remind me of our new little addition to the family, and how | would want to just 
have it in my own collection. | wouldn't want to let go, just like | would not want to let her 
go. The depiction of the owl perfectly captures how close she was to us, always wanting 
to be near or even on us. Ultimately, | was unsuccessful in winning the medal, but | will 
certainly push that much harder to acquire an example in the future, and | will definitely 
not be letting it go. Here is just one instance of our Athena with a medal—one in which 

she was asked if she would like the kitties in the medal to be added to our family...1 think 

that her reaction says everything... 
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Ok—enough from the personal side—we are back with a group of 24 interesting medals 
this month, with a nice mix of French jetons, like this colorfully toned piece reminiscent of 
the Nova Constellatio coinage... 
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...and World War | medals, such this interesting and seldom-seen cast iron satirical 
piece, portraying the English side and her "venal" allies... 
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...and even modern issues from the Society of Medalists, such as this popular 
Vanitas piece from Marika Somogyi... 
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For all of this month's items, please click here 
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ThHMjdiYJVKMGRjZTUILCJtljoibWFpbF9scClsImMiOiJkO TINZDI4My1mODhmLT QwNjYtY 
TBmNSOWMGRIOWU3Y Tg2MWMifQ) or on the banner art below... 
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You are receiving this message because you have expressed an interest in our material or have 


purchased from us in the past. 
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